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Troparion & Kontakion 
 

 Troparion of the Resurrection, Tone III — 
Let the heavens rejoice; let the earth be glad: for the Lord hath shewn strength 
with His arm; He hath trampled down death by death; He hath become the first-
born of the dead; He hath delivered us from the depths of hell, and hath granted 
the world great mercy.   
 
 Troparion, Tone VIII — 
Thou art most glorious, O Christ our God; Thou hast established the holy fathers 
as lights on the earth; through them, Thou hast guided us to the true faith; O 
Greatly-Compassionate One, glory to Thee.   
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.   
 
 Kontakion, Tone VI — 
The Son, Who shone forth from the Father, was ineffably born, two-fold in 
nature, of a woman; having beheld Him, we deny not the image of His form: but 
we depict it piously, and revere it faithfully; and, keeping the true faith, the 
Church venerateth the Icon of Christ Incarnate.    
 

Now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen.   
 
 Kontakion of the Resurrection, Tone III — 
On this day, Thou didst rise from the tomb, O Merciful One, leading us from the 
gates of death: on this day, Adam exulteth, as Eve rejoiceth; with the prophets 
and patriarchs, they unceasingly praise the divine majesty of Thy power.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Prokeimenon & Readings 
 

Tone 3:  Sing praises to our God, sing praises, sing praises to our King, sing 
praises! 

 

Verse: Clap your hands, all ye people, shout to God with loud songs of joy!  
 
Epistle: (Galatians 1:11-19) Brethren, I make known to you, that the gospel which 
was preached by me is not according to man. 12 For I neither received it from 
man, nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ. 13 For 
you have heard of my former conduct in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of 
God beyond measure and tried to destroy it. 14 And I advanced in Judaism beyond 
many of my contemporaries in my own nation, being more  exceedingly zealous 
for the traditions of my fathers. 15 But when it pleased God, who separated me 
from my mother’s womb and called me through His grace, 16 to reveal His Son in 
me, that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately confer 
with flesh and blood, 17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles 
before me; but I went to Arabia, and    returned again to Damascus. 18 Then after 
three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and remained with him fifteen 
days. 19 But I saw none of the other apostles except James, the Lord’s brother.  

 
Alleluia Verses 

In Thee, O Lord, have I hoped; let me never be put to shame!  
 

Be a God of protection for me, a house of refuge in order to save me 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Gospel: (Luke 8:5-15) The Lord told this parable, 5 “A sower went out to sow his 
seed. And as he sowed, some fell by the wayside; and it was trampled down, and 
the birds of the air devoured it. 6 Some fell on rock; and as soon as it sprang up, it 
withered away because it lacked moisture. 7 And some fell among thorns, and the 
thorns sprang up with it and choked it. 8 But others fell on good ground, sprang 
up, and yielded a crop a hundredfold.” When He had said these things He cried, 
“He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”  9 Then His disciples asked Him, saying, 
“What does this parable mean?” 10 And He said, “To you it has been given to 
know the mysteries of the kingdom of God, but to the rest it is given in parables, 
that ‘Seeing they may not see, And hearing they may not understand.’ 11 “Now 
the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 12 Those by the wayside are the 
ones who hear; then the devil comes and takes away the word out of their 
hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. 13 But the ones on the rock are 
those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, 
who believe for a while and in time of temptation fall away. 14 Now the ones that 
fell among thorns are those who, when they have heard, go out and are choked 
with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to maturity. 15 But the 
ones that fell on the good ground are those who, having heard the word with a 
noble and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Seventh Ecumenical Council took place in Nicea in 787 AD, and is also known as the Second 
Council of Nicaea - it primarily dealt with the icons. 
 
Disputes concerning the Person of Christ did not end with the sixth Council in AD 681, but 
continued through the eighth and ninth centuries. This time, the controversy focused on icons— 
images of Christ, the Theotokos, the saints, and holy events—and lasted for 120 years, starting 
in AD 726. Icons were kept and venerated in both churches and private homes. The two groups 
in the controversy were: 

Iconoclasts - also called "icon-smashers," they were suspicious of any art depicting God or 
humans; they demanded the destruction of icons because they saw icons as idolatry. 

Iconodules also called "venerators of icons," they defended the place of icons in the Church. 
 
The controversy, however, was more than a struggle over different views of Christian art. 
Deeper issues were involved, and it is these the Council addressed: 

The character of Christ's human nature 
The Christian attitude toward matter 
The true meaning of Christian redemption and the salvation of the entire material universe 

 
The iconoclasts had support from both inside and outside the Church. Outside the Church, there 
may have been influence from Jewish and Muslim ideas, and it is important to note that just 
prior to the iconoclast outbreak Muslim Caliph Yezid ordered the removal of all icons with his 
territory. Inside the Church there had always existed a "puritan" outlook which saw all images as 
latent idolatry. 
 
Largely through the work of St. John of Damascus (c. 676-749), who, ironically, was housed in 
Muslim-controlled lands and therefore outside the reach of the Empire, the iconodules' position 
won out. He addressed the charges of the iconoclasts thus: 
 
Concerning the charge of idolatry: Icons are not idols but symbols, therefore when an 
Orthodox venerates an icon, he is not guilty of idolatry. He is not worshipping the 
symbol, but merely venerating it. Such veneration is not directed toward wood, or paint 
or stone, but towards the person depicted. Therefore relative honor is shown to material 
objects, but worship is due to God alone. We do not make obeisance to the nature of 
wood, but we revere and do obeisance to Him who was crucified on the Cross... When 
the two beams of the Cross are joined together I adore the figure because of Christ who 
was crucified on the Cross, but if the beams are separated, I throw them away and burn 
them. —St. John of Damascus 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 


